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With the vision of “crime prevention education at a young age”, we
employ diversified crime prevention activities to instill law-abidance
messages in Hong Kong schools. By providing educational activities
for kindergartens, primary and secondary schools, tertiary institutions
and communities, such as drama activities, experiential day camps,
group and the sharing of rehabilitated ex-offenders or people who
misused substance, we dedicated to promote and strengthen positive
values to prevent them from committing the crime, as well as to
establish a safe and harmonious society.

We also organise the “Mock Trial-Justice Education Project” in 2023-
2024 academic year, which is supported by the “Funding Scheme for
Youth Positive Thinking Activities” of Home and Youth Affairs Bureau.
We provided a series of mock trial activities focused on positive
thinking for 26 secondary schools and six teams of tertiary students.
We also held workshops for rehabilitated and high-risk youth, as
well as youth leadership development and training activities, aims
to provide the youth a platform for exchange and learning, thereby
creating a positive impact on the community.
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Through participating in the themed educational day camp,
students reflected on their own values and the importance of
making the right choices through first-hand experiences and
debriefing sessions
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Students demonstrated their team
spirit, collectively discussing the
content of the closing submissions
during the short break
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The youth leader organised a mock trial
summer camp, leading students to visit
The Former North Kowloon Magistracy.
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When joining the “Peer Influence” group, students
discussed and drew the appearance, personality and
background of the offender in the news
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Members of the Youth Champ invited their friends

to play the LARP game together, engaging in a mock
trial to understand and explore the consequences and
implications of criminal behavior

~NEHFEHE Mock Trial Justice Education Project
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Students from different schools
participated in the joint-school pre-
competition interactive workshops,
working together to complete the tasks
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STAR Theatre had a reunion

to celebrate the New Year,

and retroflected on their the
performance of the past year
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Sunny, a 22-year-old college student, first encountered
the services of SideBySide when he participated in
the Witness Training Workshop of Mock Trial Justice
Education Project last year.

Before joining the project, Sunny had little exposure to
the legal world. “In everyday life, | rarely had the chance
to engage with anything related to law or courts’, he
reflected. But this project opened a new door for him,
inviting him to explore the legal landscape from a fresh
perspective. It wasn't just about theory; it was about real
experiences that brought the courtroom

to life.

As he participated in mock trials, Sunny
gradually began to understand how
Hong Kong's legal system operates.
He learned about the fundamental
principles of common law that form the
backbone of the judiciary. “This was a
rare opportunity for me to dive deeper
into the obligations and responsibilities
of being a citizen in society”, he shared with enthusiasm.

Beyond the Role

What truly set the Mock Trial Justice Education Project apart was its
immersive approach. At the courtroom, participants were given the chances
— to act as jurors, witnesses, and more—allowing them to experience the
judicial process from a first-person perspective. In one memorable mock
trial competition, Sunny took on the role of a witness. Standing in the
witness box, he delivered his testimony, a moment that made him acutely
aware of the authenticity and significance of what it means to testify.

Sunny also had the responsibility of serving as a juror, stepping up as the
chief juror who would respond to the clerk's questions about the jury’s
deliberations and verdict. “Being a juror is no simple task”, he explained
thoughtfully. “Our decisions can determine whether a defendant is guilty
or innocent.” He realised that being a juror meant meticulously recording
and analysing the evidence presented during the trial, and considering
each case from multiple angles to ensure a fair outcome. These invaluable
experiences were lessons that no traditional classrooms could provide.

Though these interactions were simulated, each session left a lasting
impression on Sunny. “During the mock trial, | could step into the shoes of
different roles, which allowed me to think empathetically and broaden my
perspective on the issues at hand”, he remarked, his eyes lighting up with
excitement.

The goal of the Mock Trial Justice Education Project is to help young people
like Sunny contemplate vital concepts such as civic responsibility and the
rule of law from various viewpoints, while also enhancing their awareness
of crime prevention. It is hoped that the project will continue to serve even
more youth and community members, enabling a new generation to learn
and grow through the transformative experience of mock trials.
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Project PATHS

Through original health education videos, health talks and intensive
education groups, we provide preventive and health education on
AIDS and blood-borne diseases. Also, we regularly serve different
institutions, organisations, and units, including various correctional
facilities under the Correctional Services Department, Immigration
Centre, Probation Home under the Social Welfare Department and
closed drug rehabilitation hostels of different non-governmental
organisations.

Project COMPASS

Peer supporters who were ex-drug users and well-trained, provide
individual, group and community preventive education at spots where
drug users gathered, for example, Methadone Clinics. With the aid
of harm reduction intervention approach, free blood and wound
care educational kits, condoms and sharp boxes are distributed for
promoting community hygiene scheme. For the service users who
got infected by Hepatitis C, we have referral service to the hospital for
treatment.

Project Care Mobile Net (CMN)

We enhance ethnic minorities, female sex workers and their client’s
awareness of safety sex through outreach education, online platform,
individual and group education. Free emotional support, counselling
and voluntary testing services will be provided. We will distribute
free condom and educational publicity items to the general public to
encourage use of condom. Meanwhile, online outreach services are
conducted through different social media platform so as to reach out
hidden groups and promote a healthy lifestyle.

Project Member Special Mission (MSM)

By internet and community outreach, group and case intervention,
we provide AIDS and blood-borne diseases preventive education, and
emotional supports to high- risk men who have sex with men. We also
provide voluntary counselling, testing service, and distribution of free
condoms, lubricants and HIV self-test kits to our service users. We
also participate in different LGBTQ+ related community programme to
provide community education work on safety sex and HIV prevention.
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Preventive education talks on blood-borne diseases for
the residents in the drug treatment and rehabilitation
centres

covered by the project
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items delivered
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Health education group in other department of SideBySide
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Service users attending Hep C mutual support group
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Sex industry workers and by internet outreach Counselling and anti-body Distribution of condoms
clients receiving educational testing of HIV, Syphilis, and educational items
outreach, individual and Hepatitis B and C delivered

group counselling
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Providing health education in World AIDS Day - E— -
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Social workers and service users attending condom training

& 84575518 Project Member Special Mission (MSM)
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Men who have sex with men Health information, Distribution of condoms, Counselling and testing
receiving services from emotional support and educational materials service of HIV, Syphilis
community outreach, follow-up and leaflets and Hepatitis B and C

internet outreach and
mobile phone apps
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?iI%DHH%S‘Z%E—E H7E LGBTQ+ E473EH) Pink Dot Social workers and peer supporters attend Tsz Shan Monastery

Visiting Programme
Social workers and peer supporters attend a LGBTQ+ friendly grreg
event — Pink Dot
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Xiao Lan is a new immigrant to Hong Kong from Mainland China,
hoping of earning money to support her family back home. Her journey
was not easy. She tried her hand at various jobs, from selling fruits
to working as a caregiver in residential care home. But fate had other
plans, and her physical limitations led to injuries in her back and feet,
leaving her unable to work. Faced with the harsh realities of life—bills
to pay and a family to support, a friend suggested she consider to be
sex worker to earn quick money.

Xiao Lan struggled to accept this new path. She felt immense fear and
embarrassment when she first started sex work. The fear of being
discovered, especially by her son, loomed over her like a dark cloud. “I
felt so ashamed. Walking down the street, | couldn't lift my head.”

Here is a place where | can catch my breath

Amidst this intense pressure, a fellow worker introduced her to the
Mercury IIl Intensive Support and Preventive Programme for AIDS and
Blood-borne Diseases offered by SideBySide. At first, Xiao Lan only
intended to pick up free condoms for protection. But when she was
met with warm smiles and genuine concern from the staff, without
judgmental looks, she found a safe haven where she could unburden
herself. This newfound support encouraged her to join the weekly
“Sister Gatherings”. She was reminded to come in for regular health
check-ups, testing for syphilis, HIV, and other conditions. The staff also
educated her on how to protect herself while working.

‘| had no idea about sex education before. | didn't know how to use
condoms and was terrified of getting sick. | didn't know how to talk to
anyone about it", Xiao Lan shared. Yet, in this welcoming environment,
she found solace. Despite her struggles with Cantonese, she never
faced discrimination. Social workers were there to share vital
knowledge and resources, while others lent a compassionate ear to
her concerns and pressures, allowing her to express herself without
fear of judgment.

After working in the sex industry for about eight months, Xiao Lan
changed her career. The constant fear of contracting diseases had
become too much to bear. Although her new job offered less pay, she
realised that her health and well-being were far more important. Xiao Lan
hopes that by sharing her experiences, she can help other sisters facing
similar challenges. She emphasises, “When in difficulty, it's important to
seek help actively; health and happiness are what truly matter."




